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ABSTRACT: This oral presentation will share benefits and best practices of experiential
learning through Oregon State University (OSU) Extension Service internships and how
internships prepare students for the workforce or graduate school. It will also include a panel of
past interns to discuss the student’s perspective regarding internship benefits. A follow-up
survey was conducted by OSU on-campus faculty and county-based Extension Service faculty.
OSU Extension Service interns were contacted through college and Extension Service listservs
to complete an online survey about their internship experience. A total of 80 surveys were
completed between January and March 2019. Past interns included both public health majors
and non-public health majors such as Kinesiology, Nutrition, and Human Development. Both
public health and non-public health students reported that the internship prepared them for work
or school (84%), and transferable skills were found to be the most useful. These results
demonstrate the importance and effectiveness of Extension Service internships for securing a
job in the field for students both in public health and those in other health sciences.

OBJECTIVE(S): 1. Participants will be able to describe the benefits of internships with OSU
Extension Service. 2. Participants will be able to describe the experiential learning framework.3.
Participants will be able to describe how OSU Extension Service interns gained discipline-
specific and transferable skills.




