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Meet county 
educational needs 
around promoting 

vaccination and 
containment, ensuring 

coordination with 
other efforts at state 
and county levels.
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Door to Door Canvassing

Pre vaccine event











Key Informant Interviews
Focus Groups 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Improving Vaccine Equity in Lincoln County





Start of culturally tailored clinics for Latino & Hispanic community members





600+ people vaccinated at Friday night clinics



Juntos en Colaboración
KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL CULTURALLY TAILORED CLINICS

• Planning focused on the people and culture first. 
• We made it easy to say yes to vaccines. 
• Brought people together through community, food, and live music. 
• The only languages spoken at the clinic were Spanish and Mam.
• Many volunteers and community navigators made this happen.



And key partners…
Break Time Taco Truck
Lino & Irma 

La Juquilita Grocery
Juan & Soledad
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Responding to COVID in the 
Columbia Gorge

Lauren Kraemer, MPH, Associate Professor of Practice

Responding to COVID in the 
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THREE THEMES IN OUR WORK:

Collaboration Communication Education



Collaboration
Developing committees and task 
forces to meet regularly and guide 
planning and outreach in specific 
topic areas. 



COVID-focused 
Committees

Communication & Messaging

Vaccine Education Coordination
Food Security

Student Success
Workplace Safety

PPE

Quarantine support
Emergency Preparedness for 
Vulnerable Populations 

Advisory Team that oversees all 
committees



Communication
Supporting industry partners and 
community members with timely, 
evidence-based, and plain-language 
training and materials. 



Examples of bilingual 
communication developed:

High Speed Hand Washing 
training videos, curricula, and 
GIFs for industry and early 
childhood use

Mask/Face Covering guide
COVID Prevention infographics 
formatted for social media and 

Support for testing and 
vaccination events



Education
Using health behavior theory, 
research, and evidence to develop 
specific and targeted messages for 
vaccine hesitant and high-risk 
populations.



Education Materials:

Targeted and Themed Radio PSAs

“Hug your Grandchildren”
“Get Back to Normal”
“Economic Recovery”
Aired over 1,300 times across 5 
stations in the Gorge

Mailed Postcards
65+ in 7-county Gorge region

Videos

Bilingual videos with local trusted 
medical providers

Photo by Isaac Quesada on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@isaacquesada?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/grandparents?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


“Hug Your Grandchildren” PSA

You’ve missed a lot since the pandemic started; birthdays, hugs, kisses ... 
memories. Video calls with your grandkids just aren’t enough. Getting 
the COVID-19 vaccine gets you one step closer to holding them in your 

arms again.
Do it for them. Get vaccinated. Visit Get Ready Gorge dot com to find a 

vaccine event near you. This message is brought to you by The Next 
Door and Oregon State University Extension Service.



Vaccination 
rate among 
65+ in Hood 
River County 
is 93%

• 2020 Harvest Season in Wasco County 
saw no outbreaks among fruit packing 
houses during cherry harvest.

• Packing houses and orchards over 90% 
vaccinated among staff.
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