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 Rabies is endemic in 
Oregon 
 Rare in dogs and cats 
 No cats had tested positive 

for rabies  
 Dog tested positive in the 

1980’s 
 
 
 

Rabies History in Lane County 

 



Family Rhabdoviridae, genus Lyssavirus 
Clinically: acute viral zoonotic disease 
Classical rabies virus only species in U.S. 
Causes 99.9% infections worldwide 
55,000 people still die yearly from rabies 

 

Background: Rabies Virus 



 Lane County EH received a call from a local veterinary clinic 
reporting a cat bit a veterinary technician 
 Veterinarian thought this cat was acting abnormal 
 Local animal control officer thought animal was acting 

abnormal 
 The situation surrounding the bite was suspicious. 
 Owner opted for euthanization and head was shipped to 

OSPHL 

May 8, 2017 



Spread through saliva from infected animal 
Can also be spread through brain tissue 
Travels via nerves to spinal cord and brain 

Rabies Transmission 



 Dr. DeBess reported positive rabies test for cat 
 Follow up with the veterinary clinic and victim was 

immediately initiated 
 Follow up with the animal owner was immediately initiated 
 Notification to the LC Communicable Disease 
 Information entered into Orpheus 

May 10, 2017 



Also Wednesday May 10, 2017 
CD Nurse gets a call from EH 

And does some research… 
 
 



Rabies Vaccine           RIG 

U.S. Vaccine Schedule: 4 doses days 0, 3, 7, 14 
          RIG infused around wound on day 0  

Post-Exposure Rabies Prophylaxis  



Springfield Animal Control 

Coordination 
 Consults with local vet 

clinics 
 Consults with Public Health 
 Educating the community 

on the care and laws 
regarding pets. 

 



3-10 days before onset of symptoms 
Studies done in dogs, cat, ferrets 
Usually not >4 days 

Rabies Period of Communicability 



 
Who needed PERP? 
Cat owner 

Vet tech 

Veterinarian 

RN followed up to ensure timely completion  

Back to May 10th…. 
CD Nurse Interview 



Veterinary Clinic  Cat Owners Home 
 Veterinarian who examined 

the cat had a scratch but no 
bite 
 Additional vet tech who 

helped remove the cat from 
the victims head had no 
scratches or bites 
 Veterinarian who performed 

the decapitation on the cat 
had no scratches or bites 
but was exposed to the cats 
blood. 

 Cat owner had scratches 
 Family who visited that 

weekend prior to the 
incident no scratches or 
bite. 

Thursday May 11, 2017 
Possible Additional Exposures 



Where can you get PERP? 
No, not anatomically…..in Lane County 



Press Release  Talking Points 
 Announced cat tested 

positive 
 Public Health Officer gave a 

statement about 
vaccinating animals 
What is rabies 
 Symptoms in wildlife 
 Bat reservoirs 

 Cat had limited exposure to 
other animals 
 This does not mean there is 

a higher risk of rabies 
 Rare in cats and dogs 
 Vaccinate your animals 

 

May 11, 2017, Press Release! 





Symptoms of Rabies:  
“Furious” vs “Dumb” 



News Coverage 



Mass Vax Clinic 
 Local veterinary clinics offered low cost rabies vaccination 

clinics 
 One local veterinarian did a press release regarding pet 

vaccination 

 



Rabies Algorithm: Animal to Human 



Rabies Algorithm: Animal to Animal 



2017 Oregon Rabies 
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Questions? 
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